
April 6, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Hall 
noted that she would like to give the board an update on the Historical Society Grant with reference to 
the North Courthouse Doors.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with 
the addition.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked if commissioners had the chance to read the minutes of the March 18th 
meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall distributed drawings and photos received from Michael Burns Architects for what 
they are proposing as the front door replacement project.  Commissioner Hall also noted that Marvin 
Windows is working on a quote for replacement per the drawings provided by MB Architects.  She also 
noted that they are looking to apply for a grant from the Minnesota Historical Society for up to 50% of 
the project.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a renewal application for liquor license from the HOV Recreation 
Foundation for the Heart of the Valley Golf Club.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the HOV 
Recreational Foundation application for liquor license.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $28,086.45   Road & Bridge - $39,188.22  Building - $413.40 

Human Services - $ 135.50  County EDA - $575.00   Public Health - $932.54 

Solid Waste - $2,857.42   County Homes - $437.50  TOTAL - $72,626.03 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time Commissioner Jacobson called for a 5-minute break. 

At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 update.   
Director Kjono distributed information showing that approximately 49.4% of Norman County residents 
had received at least one vaccine dose.  This information also indicated that 38.8% of Norman County 
residents had completed their vaccine series.  Director Kjono noted that Public Health has administered 
approximately 1,800 vaccinations.  Sarah noted that she had turned down 100 vaccines for Norman 
County as at this time she could not find individuals ready for the vaccine.  Director Kjono also noted 
that MDH feels the B.1.1.7 variant is probably within every county in Minnesota, and she urges residents 
to continue practicing social distancing, mask wearing and hand washing.   

 



At 9:47 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, introduced Brock Blakeway of Blakeway Seeds, LLC, who is seeking a 
Conditional Use Permit, to speak to the board about his business.  Mr. Blakeway noted that he sells corn 
and soybean seed thru Peterson Farm Seed of Prosper, North Dakota.   He also handles liquid fertilizer 
that is shipped directly to the farm.  Mr. Blakeway is looking to expand his business some and is looking 
for a Conditional Use Permit for Section 22-143-43.  Mr. Johanson read the proposed Conditional Use 
Order for Conditional Use Permit #5062 on behalf of Brock Blakeway, 28306 180th Ave North, Ulen, MN, 
to operate a corn and soybean seed business in a cold storage warehouse and have an office attached to 
the warehouse with a unisex bathroom.  This warehouse would be located on parcel 03-1828000, in 
Flom Township, Section 22-143-43 containing 6.8 acres, more or less.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5062 on behalf of Brock Blakeway.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then called for a short break to return at 10:00 a.m. with the Road & Bridge agenda.   

At 10:05 a.m.  Chairman Jacobson called the meeting back to order with Keith Berndt, Highway 
Engineer, presenting his agenda.  Engineer Berndt stated that he would be holding an informal meeting 
with landowners on ROW acquisition for the CSAH 10 project.  The consultant from Ulteig that will be 
working with the acquisition will also be present.   

Engineer Berndt distributed an overview on understanding Minnesota Public Drainage Law to 
commissioners, and suggested that the county consider following these guidelines with petitions for 
repairs.  Engineer Berndt then presented Ditch 65 petition received from Gaylan Larson, Steve 
Anderson, Randall Aarestad and Shirley Solem for cleaning of Ditch 65 starting at 260th Ave, running 
along 130th St north to Marsh River outlet, estimated 2.5 miles.  County to replace culvert under 270th 
Ave; check and replace culverts if needed along ditches in Halstad & Shelly Townships.  Consensus of the 
board was to move ahead with the engineer preparing a report and A/T notifying landowners, hopefully 
before next board meeting.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was discussion on the proposed building for the Highway 
Dept.  Engineer Berndt noted that each month we continue to talk we just increase the price.  Discussion 
ensued and Commissioner Gunderson suggested the need for an opportunity to receive public input on 
the proposed project, noting we need more detailed plans prior to having any public hearing.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve moving ahead with architectural plans/drawings 
for the proposed floor plan identified as Exhibit 4/6/2021, which was just distributed at this mornings 
meeting.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward the Off-Highway Vehicle Grant that was sent to her for signature by the 
State of Minnesota, acting through the Commissioner of Natural Resources for the trails.  Discussion 
ensued and at this time the grant agreement was tabled to the next board meeting for Attorney review.   

At 10:58 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board with minor changes to the Ag 
Inspector Agreement that had been addressed at the March 18th board meeting.  The changes were to 
stipulate mileage reimbursement, reimbursement for training expenses, etc.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach stated that these were verbally agreed to at the time they had discussed this agreement 
with Norman County Soil & Water Conservation District.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve 
the minor change to the Ag Inspector Agreement for services with Norman County Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



At 11:06 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the request from 
Riverview Farms for the proposed issuance of industrial revenue bonds.  James turned the Q&A session 
over to Jason Grubbs, attorney representing Riverview, and he introduced Jim Stewart, attorney also 
representing Riverview, as well as Rick Metzger and Nate Knoblauch of Riverview Farms.  Mr. Grubbs 
noted that this is a Federal Program they are wishing to utilize for the industrial revenue bonds which 
would be used for the solid waste portion of the dairy facility.  This program would not impact the 
county bonding rating, there is no obligation to the county and no liability to the county.  The first step 
in the process would be to pass a Preliminary Resolution, and then after publication, hold a public 
hearing, etc. before any bonds would be issued.  After some discussion, the consensus of the board was 
to move ahead with the Preliminary Resolution for the next board meeting.   

At 11:28 a.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Jacobson adjourned the 
meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


